
 
 

THE 13TH GOLDEN RETRIEVER 
NATIONAL 

From the 3rd to the 6th august 2026 

HOSTED BY 

 THE GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 
Information booklet for exhibitors 

Please refer to the National face book page for the latest 
updates 

The 13th Golden Retriever National 2026 "Vintage Gold" 

Or the club’s web page 

https://www.grcsa.org.au 
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The Committee of the Golden Retriever Club of South Australia warmly 
welcomes you to the 13th Golden Retriever National, to be held at 

the Tanunda Show Hall in the beautiful township of Tanunda, located in the 
heart of the iconic Barossa Valley, South Australia. 

We are delighted to have you join us for this prestigious event and hope that this 
booklet will assist you in planning your visit and navigating all aspects of your 

time with us. 

 

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
President:   Phil Thompson     0400600557 

Secretary:   Ruth Thompson  
    secretary.grcsa@gmail.com  0419045468 

Show Entries:  Kim Burke  

    pointgold@bigpond.com  0488560058 

Treasurer:   Keith Lees 

    treasurer.grcsa@gmail.com 0418806062 

Merchandise:  Rhelma Stewart 

    rhellie01@gmail.com   0403816872 

 

Rosette and Trophy Donations: Paige McDonald 

    poehlorgold@gmail.com   

 

Catalogue Advertising: Kim Burke  

    pointgold@bigpond.com   0488560058 

 

Obedience Trial and RATG Secretary: Barb Joseph 

    baradavgoldens@bigpond.com 0419034615 

mailto:secretary.grcsa@gmail.com
mailto:pointgold@bigpond.com
mailto:treasurer.grcsa@gmail.com
mailto:rhellie01@gmail.com
mailto:poehlorgold@gmail.com
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The Committee would like to sincerely acknowledge and thank our corporate 
sponsors for their generous support of this event. We are extremely grateful to 
all of them, and especially to our major sponsors, ROYAL CANIN, FRASER 

ESSENTIALS, and KNOSE PET INSURANCE. 

If you are fortunate enough to receive a prize donated by one of our sponsors, 
we would greatly appreciate you taking the time to thank them—whether in 

person, via email, or through social media. Without the support of these 
businesses, we would not be able to offer such a wonderful trophy table. Your 
acknowledgment of their generosity helps us to maintain their ongoing support 

and continue delivering events of this calibre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

MEET OUR JUDGES 
OUR CONFORMATION CLASSES JUDGE  

Ms Marjo Jaakkola (Finland) 

 

 
I have been involved with dogs all my life. My very first dog was a schnauzer. 
Then I got a blueroan Cocker Spaniel which started the love of spaniels. My 
first Welsh Springer Spaniel came to our home in 1980, he was an import 
from the UK, called Pencelli Proceed "Cymro". In 1984 I got my very own 
dog, he was also from the UK, INT FIN N CH NordW-86,-87 FINW-87,-88 
Delkens Turul, who ended up 
being a top winner in the ring, the first WSS who won a group at an Int Ch 
show here in Finland. 
 
He sired numerous champions. My first bitch was Russethill Remembrance, 
from the UK. The foundation bitches of Benton are an American import FIN 
& EE Ch Statesmans Unbridled and FIN CH Dons Take off to Benton. I have 
always been interested in other Spaniel breeds as well as Retrievers. At one 
point after judging that lovely breed - Goldens I realised I want one.  
 
As I cant keep many dogs at home, one thing led to another and then in 
2014 Piia (now breeding under Benton prefix in partnership) and I went to 
pick up lovely Martha, Dewmist Duplicity after a long wait from the famous 
Dewmist kennels in Sweden and my dream came true, I was now a co-owner 
of a golden, I had the great honour to handle lovely Martha at the Golden 
Ring Main Championship Show in 2017 when she took BEST IN SHOW!  
 
We have continued breeding from her with great results, along with her 
progeny. From this line we have now bred many Champions in both Finland 
and other countries.  
 
Many Benton WSS have won numerous high awards during the years, 
among others INT NORD CH MultiW Benton One More Duck took CC at 
Crufts in 2007 (resCC in 2006) thus becoming the first foreign WSS to win 



 
 

such high awards at Crufts. Benton WSS have won TOP WSS awards in 
numerous countries besides Finland, such as USA, Denmark, Norway, 
Czech Republic.  
AM CH Benton Ivy League was the very first undocked WSS in the US to win 
all breed BEST IN SHOW. 
 
Since 1999 I am also a Championship show judge, I can judge breeds from 
group 2,3,7 and 8 (whole group). I have judged in several countries, 
Scandinavia, Germany, Poland, Austria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Ireland, 
UK, Holland, Italy, USA and Australia. I have been honoured to give tickets 
in WSS in the breeds country of origin already four times and I am very 
much looking forward to returning to the UK and judging there again at one 
of their Championship Shows. I also judged the Welsh Springer Spaniel 
Club of America National Specialty show in 2024. One of the highlights of 
my judging career will be judging Group 8 at European Winner Show in 
Sweden 2026. 
 

OUR PROPERTY CLASSES JUDGE 

Mr Wayne McGrath “Alnclair” (NSW) 

 

With my wife I have been involved with Golden Retrievers since 1983 when 
we purchased our first puppy and quickly became involved in showing.  We 
gained our “Alnclair” prefix in June 1985 but didn’t breed our first litter 
until October 1996. Over the years we have bred dozens of champions 
including BISS winners in Australia and New Zealand.  We have also bred 5 
successful Seeing Eye dogs and many dogs with obedience titles, including 
one who retired from the obedience ring at age 10 with his last Winner of 
Winners award at a National show.  As we are a small breeding kennel we 
are extremely proud of all these achievements. 

I have been judging the Gundog group at Championship level (awarding CCs 
to all Gundog breeds) since 2012.   



 
 

As a Golden Retriever breed specialist judge I have been privileged to have 
judged hundreds of Golden Retrievers at some very special appointments.  
These include the Golden Retriever Club breed shows in Germany (FCI), 
South Africa, New Zealand South Island, New Zealand North Island, Western 
Australia and Tasmania.  I was honoured to judge my own state’s diamond 
anniversary championship show in 2024 (deferred from 2021 due to the 
pandemic.)  I have also judged Goldens at Windsor Gundog Society Open 
Show in 2015 and Golden Retriever bitches at the Gundog Breeds 
Association of Scotland championship show in 2019.  At this show my BCC 
winner was Best of Breed and eventually Best In Show 3 from a field of 
excellent entries.  A very special honour was being chosen to be the Referee 
Judge at the 2023 GRC Scotland’s Guisachan Gathering show, as well as 
judging the Golden Retrievers at Windsor Championship show (UK) in June 
2025. 

I have been a life member of our local All Breeds Club since 2003 and have 
held various executive positions for the club since 1983.  Nearly 30 years 
ago I qualified as a steward and junior handler judge and am still active in 
these roles today as continued involvement in the dog world. 

I am very honoured to be your Property Classes judge at this 2026 National 
show, and I wish everyone good luck and good memories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

OBEDIENCE TRIAL JUDGES 

Gaye Todd 

 

 

My love for dog training began in 1982 when I signed up at Southern 
Obedience Dog Club with my first Weimaraner, Jessie. 
 
Dalmatians Rommy and Rebel joined our family in 1996, and I started 
trialling. 
 
In 2005 Rommy and I achieved our Australian Obedience Champion Title. 
Ringo, my wonderful GSP gained his UD title and in 2017 became a Rally 
Obedience Champion. 
 
Weimaraner Eli is a Triple Champion, Conformation, Tracking and Rally. 
As well, I have made up 5 other Weimaraner Australian Champions in 
Conformation. 
 
My next challenge is my gorgeous Aussie Shepherds Kody and Emmy. 
I love seeing people working with their dogs, and I definitely know the 
challenges they face, but also the joy and bond that is formed in the training 
and competing. 
 
I sincerely thank the Golden Retriever Club of South Australia for the 
invitation to judge at their National. 
I am absolutely delighted to be given this opportunity and look forward to 
seeing some wonderful teams. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Ross Carlson 
 

 

Ross’ family has always been involved with dogs well before he was born. 
Growing up his family had German Shepherds and Labradors. He started 
training his first dog, a border collie, at age 14 in 1998 and started 
competing in Obedience in 1999.  
Ross was successful with her in the field of Obedience and Agility/Jumping. 
He then started in Herding with a second Border Collie his passion for this 
wonderful sport grew.  
 
Ross started his Judging career in 2004 moving to a full panel Judge in 
Herding, Obedience, Endurance and Rally. Ross has spent many years 
assisting aspiring Judges, sitting on various committees, and working to 
give back to the dog world community.  
 
Ross enjoys spending time helping new people into the sports he loves and 
has travelled far and wide across Australia to do so. Some highlights of his 
Judging include both the Sydney Royal and Melbourne Royal along with 
various Breed Nationals both local and Interstate.  
While he has judged extensively, he has also been an active participant in a 
wide field of competition with his Australian Shepherds.  
 
In 2012 Ross began his involvement with Australian Shepherds and has 
since attained an array of Champion and Grand Champion titles in 
Conformation, Rally and Tracking. He has successfully bred multiple litters 
and continues to see success with his team under his Eliteview prefix both 
in Victoria and interstate.  
 
Supporting new teams to the field of competition is something Ross and his 
wife Renee enjoy doing and judging/competing with dogs is a fantastic 
hobby to have.  
 
Ross is honoured to Judge at the Golden Retriever Club Of South Australia 
and looks forward to a successful day for everyone. 
 



 
 

RETRIEVING ABILILITY GUNDOG TEST JUDGE 

Lynne Webster 
 

 

 
 
 
I am a retired school teacher and self-confessed Weimaraner addict.  
I purchased my first Weimaraner’s in 1974 and saw my first Non-Slip 
Retrieving Trial (as they were called then) in 1978. Since then almost all of 
my Weimaraner’s have tried their hand at Retrieving with varying degrees of 
success, My11th Weimaraner who is now 3 years old completed her NRD 
title in 2025. 
  
In 2009 1 qualified to judge Novice RTFG and in 2022 was successful in 
upgrading my licence to judge at Restricted level. 
  
When the Retrieving Ability Test for Gundogs rules were introduced in 2011 
to replace the old Gundog Working Test I was one of the first batch of judges 
in South Australia to be accredited .  
 
Since then I have judged RATG’s and RTFG’s regularly in South Australia.  
As a judge I love to see gundogs doing what they were bred for and I think 
that the RATG is a happy combination of basic obedience and basic 
retrieving exercises.  
 
I look forward to judging the RATG at the 13th Golden Retriever National in 
August 2026 
 

 

 



 
 

MONDAY 3RD 
AUGUST 

EVENT LOCATION 

9am commencing 
with Novice followed 
by Open. 

Retrieving Ability 
Test for Gundogs  

Novice 
Open 

Grand Cru Winery 
Estate 

Lot 274 Laubes Rd, 
Springton 

 

TUESDAY 4TH 
AUGUST 

EVENT LOCATION 

7.30 am Vetting for 
trial 1 & 2 
8am Trial 1 & 2 
commences 
10am vetting for 
trial 3 & 4 if not 
already vetted 
10.30 am Trial 3 & 
4 commences 
 
1pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4pm  
 
 
 
 

Obedience and 
Rally Trials  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Property Classes 
Baby puppy 

Sweepstakes, 
Puppy Sweepstakes 

Working 
Sweepstakes, Sire 
and Progeny, Dam 

and Progeny, 
Breeders team 

Veterans Parade 
 
 
 

Opening 
Ceremony 

Introduction of 
Judges  

Presentation of 
Obedience and 

Tanunda Show Hall 
Oval 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tanunda Show Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tanunda Show Hall 
 

Complimentary 
refreshments and 
finger food will be 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6.30pm 
 
 

Gundog Working 
Test Awards 

 
 
 

Winner of Winners 

provided but you 
need to book on 

Show Manager for 
catering purposes. 

 
 

Tanunda Show Hall 
 
A buffet meal will 
be available, those 
entered will receive 
one meal ticket. For 
non-competitors the 
cost will be $25 
booked through 
Show Manager. If 
you have more than 
one dog entered 
then you will be 
provided with an 
extra meal ticket for 
your plus one. 

 

WEDNESDAY 5TH 
AUGUST 

EVENT LOCATION 

8.30am Judging 
commences 

Conformation 
Classes 

Order of judging 
Neuter Dog, Neuter 

Bitch 
Baby Puppy Dog, 
Baby Puppy Bitch 

Minor Puppy Dog to 
Veteran Dog and 

Dog Challenge and 
Reserve Dog 
Challenge 

Tanunda Show Hall 
 

A canteen will be 
running. 

 

 



 
 

THURSDAY 6TH 
AUGUST 

EVENT LOCATION 

8.30 am Judging 
commences 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.30 pm 

Conformation 
Classes  

Order of judging 
Minor Puppy Bitch 
through to Veteran 
Bitch, Challenge 

Bitch reserve 
Challenge Bitch, 
Best in show and 

All Classes in Show 
 

OFFICIAL DINNER, 
TROPHY 

PRESENTATIONS 
AND AUCTION  

Tanunda Show Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tanunda Football 
Club Reception 

Centre, next door to 
the show hall. 

 
Dinner ticket 

bookings need to be 
made through Show 

Manager 
 

 

FRIDAY 7TH  EVENT LOCATION 
10 am 
 
 
11am  

Morning tea with 
the judge 

 
National Breed 

Council Meeting 

Tanunda Show Hall 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

PROPERTY CLASSES 

JUDGE Mr Wayne McGrath 
All property class entries must be entered in the conformation 

Breed classes or Neuter classes, the exception being the veterans 
Parade. 

VETERANS PARADE DOGS/BITCHES to be 7 years 
or over, not required to be 

entered in the breed classes or 
trials. Please email a photo 

and resume to a maximum of 
100 words by no later than the 
6th OF JULY to be printed in 

the catalogue. 
BABY PUPPY SWEEPSTAKES 

 
PUPPY SWEEPESTAKES 
 
SIRE AND PROGENY 
 
 
DAM AND PROGENY 
 
 
 
BREEDERS TEAM 
 
 
WORKING SWEEPSTAKES 

3 TO 6 MTHS OF AGE 
 

6 TO 12 MTHS OF AGE 
 

SIRE PLUS MIN 3 AND MAX 
OF 4 PROGENY 

 
DAM PLUS MIN 3 AND MAX 4 

PROGENY 
 

3 TO 4 PROGENY WITH THE 
SAME PREFIX 

 
AT LEAST ONE CHALLENGE 

CERTIFICATE PLUS A 
PERFORMANCE TITLE IN 

EITHER OBEDIENCE, RALLY, 
RATG OR RETRIEVING 

 
 



 
 

 

 

SCHEDULES AND ENTRIES 

Conformation Schedules and entries are on Show Manager  

https://www.showmanager.com.au 

 

Obedience, Rally and Retrieving Ability Gundog Test schedules 
and entries are on Top Dog Events. 

https://www.topdogevents.com.au 

 

CATALOGUES 

Catalogues are to be ordered with your entries via Show 
Manager. Remember to ensure you have uploaded a 3 generation 

pedigree of your dog as it will be printed in the catalogue.  

CATALOGUE ADVERTISING 

Advertising will be available in the catalogue, the cost is  

1 Page $70 

2 Pages $130  

3 Pages $180 

All pages are to be booked and paid for through Show Manager 
and artwork to be supplied in a PDF format ready for printing. 

ARTWORK TO BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN THE  

6TH OF JULY 2026 TO KIM BURKE 

pointgold@bigpond.com 

 

 

https://www.showmanager.com.au/
https://www.topdogevents.com.au/


 
 

RINGSIDE TABLES 

Ringside tables will be available for $100, with seating for 9 
people. Bookings can be made on Show Manager 

https://www.showmanager.com.au 

AUCTION 

There will be a silent auction running over the duration of the 
show and will be finalised in the lunch break on Thursday and 

any donations to the auction table are welcome.  

An auction of some more major items including the place 
markers will take place at the official dinner.  

 

GROOMING 

Grooming is permitted in the hall however blowdryers are not 
permitted inside. Please ensure you clean up after yourselves and 

be respectful of the facilities. 

Please do not allow your dogs to use any of the ring decorations 
for toileting.  

 

EXHIBITOR BAGS 

Bags will be available for collection on Tuesday from midday, 
along with any merchandise that has been pre ordered.  

 

 

EXHIBITOR SET UP 

Exhibitors will NOT be permitted to set up before 9am Tuesday 
morning. A map will be provided closer to the time marking out 
where crates can be set up. Please note you WILL need a floor 

mat to put under your crates if they are bottomless as it is not a 
concrete floor.  

https://www.showmanager.com.au/


 
 

CATERING 

There will be a canteen operating out of the Tanunda Football 
club. It will be open early for some breakfast items and will then 
serve a selection of hot and cold food throughout the day. They 
will also be selling hot and cold drinks. The canteen will close 

mid-afternoon to allow for setup of the evening meals on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings.  

 

DOGS EXERCISING AND TOILETING 

There is ample areas to walk your dogs around the showgrounds, 
please be mindful of our Obedience exhibitors by not exercising 

your dogs anywhere near the Obedience rings on the eastern side 
of the grounds. This area will be roped off for that reason so 

please be respectful by observing those boundaries. Please make 
sure you pick up after your dogs at all times. 

 

OFFICIAL DINNER THURSDAY EVENING. 

The official dinner will be held in the Reception Room of the 
Tanunda Football Club next to the show hall.  

The dinner will commence at 6.30pm with welcome drinks and 
then the dinner service will commence at approximately 7.30pm. 
Tickets will be $100 per head and need to be purchased through 
Show manager, by the 6th July. There will be a major auction at 
the dinner and the Official presentation of all Trophies will be 

made at the dinner.  

The bar will be in operation and there is no BYO. 

TROPHY AND SASH DONATIONS 

Trophy and sash donations can be made via Showmanager or by 
contacting Paige McDonald at 

 poehlorgold@gmail.com  

with your requested class and to organise payment. 

mailto:poehlorgold@gmail.com


 
 

VETERINARY CLINICS 

Noah’s Crossing Vet Clinic 

Dr.Chris Girling is a patron of the GRC of SA and a sponsor of 
the National. Specialising in reproduction. 

168 Hayman Road, Lewsiton (08) 8524 2260 

 

 

Blakes Crossing Vet Clinic 

41 Village Terrace, Blakeview (08) 7231 3000 

 

Roseworthy Veterinary Small Animal Hospital  

(after hours available) 

Building E40 Roseworthy campus University of Adelaide 

Mudla Wirra Road Roseworthy 

(08) 83131999 OPEN 24 HOURS 

 

 

MEDICAL CARE AND EMERGENCIES 

Tanunda Hospital  

The hospital does have an emergency centre, with an on-call 
Doctor. 

HOSPITAL is at 15 Mill St Tanunda 

Medical centre with General Practitioners 

13 Mill St Tanunda, (08) 85632777 

 

 



 
 

MERCHANDISE 

The following items will be available and can be ordered through 
Show Manager. Please note we will only have a few items 

available for sale with limited sizing at the event. To ensure you 
don’t miss out, ordering prior to the event is advised and all 

items will be available for pick up with your exhibitor bags. Any 
items ordered after the show will unfortunately incur a cost for 

postage. 

ALL MERCHANDISE ORDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE 
6TH OF JULY  

The full catalogue of merchandise will be uploaded in a PDF 
file onto the FaceBook page. 

All merchandise will incorporate the national Logo on the 
front lefthand side and all puffer jacket/vest items will also 

be embroided on the back. 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

THE GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA IS 
VERY EXCITED TO WELCOME YOU ALL TO THIS 

WONDERFUL CELEBRATION OF OUR BREED. 

PLEASE TO CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR ANY CHANGES OR UPDATES. 

PLEASE THANK ALL OF OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS WHO 
ARE HELPING TO MAKE THIS EVENT ONE NEVER TO 

FORGET!! 

 
 

 
 

 


